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Next year, all physicists will talk about 100 years of quantum mechanics. The German Physical 
Society will feature the centennial in big conferences, and UNESCO will make 2025 the International 
Year of Quantum Science. We, unfortunately, will be told again that Max Planck had introduced his 
quantum with the constant h as an ‘auxiliary variable’ – h wie Hilfsgröße – or that Heisenberg ‘invented’ 
quantum mechanics on Helgoland after a dramatic sunrise and the like, which is, frankly speaking, 
nonsense – neither historically documented nor scientifically convincing. However, isn’t it too much to 
expect physicists to be as rigorous with history as they are with physics? 
The problem is that researching quantum physics’s historical development is not really so much easier 
than understanding complex science like quantum physics itself. It needs research, methods, 
standards, discussion and interpretation of competing theories (explanations). The talk attempts to 
give an outline of what different quantum histories there are and tries to answer the question of what 
kind of quantum history might fit physicists and physics education. 
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