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 The universe is dynamically dominated by several mysterious gravitating components of 

unknown physical origin. The best-understood but smallest component of the "dark 
universe" consists of neutrinos and actually cosmology provides crucial information on 
their masses. The assumed "cold dark matter" which dominates the dynamics of our 
own Milky Way Galaxy can be locally detected in laboratory experiments if it indeed 
consists of a new class of weakly interacting elementary particle. The astrophysical 
evidence for the dark side of the universe and ideas for solutions and ongoing searches 
will be reviewed. One lesser-known particle dark matter candidate, the axion, will be 
advertised. 


